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SA Congress of OncologyJohannesburg 2025

SA Society of Clinical & Radiation Oncology (SASCRO)

South African Society of Gynaecologic Oncology (SASGO)

South African Association of Paediatric Haematology Oncology (SAAPHO)

The South African Head and Neck Oncology Society (SAHNOS)

Radiological Society of South Africa (RSSA)

Association of Palliative Care Practitioners of South Africa (PALPRAC)

National Oncology Nursing Society of South Africa (NONSA) 

South African Oncology Social Workers’ Forum (SAOSWF)

South African Society of Oncology Pharmacists (SASOPh)

South African Association of Physicists in Medicine and Biology (SAAPMB)

Radiation Therapists  

SACO 2025 is honoured to host the third 
Archbishop Desmond Tutu Distinguished Lecture

Congress hosted by 

RSSA

SAHNOS
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Innovative cancer  
care for ALL!
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Dear Invited Speakers, Colleagues and Friends
It is my great pleasure to welcome you to the 2025 Congress of the South African 
Society of Clinical and Radiation Oncology (SASCRO), held under the theme “Innovative 
Cancer Care for All.”

In an era marked by transformative advances in oncology — from precision radiotherapy 
and targeted therapies to AI-assisted diagnostics — we are compelled to ask: how can we 
ensure that these innovations are accessible, ethical, and sustainable? While scientific 
progress offers unprecedented possibilities, persistent disparities in care access remain 
a challenge in our region and beyond.

Alongside these disparities, we are increasingly confronted with the ethical dilemmas 
that arise as automated tools and artificial intelligence become embedded in our clinical 
practice and research environments. As we integrate these technologies into our daily 
workflows, we must remain vigilant about issues of equity, consent, and accountability 
— particularly in settings with limited resources.

The 2025 programme reflects our commitment to exploring these complexities. Our 
Scientific Committee has worked with dedication to curate a rich and dynamic agenda, 
featuring plenary talks, panel discussions, workshops, and oral abstract presentations. 
We are honoured to host leading voices in oncology — both local and international 
— who will share innovations in clinical care, systems thinking, and implementation 
science.

Importantly, this congress is also a platform for the next generation. We have created 
spaces for registrar-led discussions, trainee research presentations, and peer-to-peer 
learning. We believe that nurturing young oncology professionals is critical to building 
a more resilient and inclusive future.

On behalf of the Scientific Committee, I invite you to fully participate in this year’s 
programme — to learn, reflect, challenge assumptions, and share your insights. Let us 
use this opportunity not only to advance knowledge, but to reaffirm our collective 
mission: To ensure that innovative cancer care is not a privilege for the few, but a right 
for all.

A huge thank you to our sponsors from industry for their generous support. Without 
you a congress of this stature would not be possible. We are very grateful.

May SACO 2025 be enjoyable for all! 

Warm regards

Dr Sheynaz Bassa 
Congress Chair

Word of Welcome 
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Chair of SACO Committee & SASCRO
Dr Sheynaz Bassa
Tel:	 +27 (0) 12 664 1019
E-mail:	 sheynaz.bassa@up.ac.za
Website:	 https://saco.org/

South African Association of Paediatric 
Haematology Oncology (SAAPHO)

Prof Gita Naidu 
Tel: 	 +27 (0) 11 933 9055
E-mail: 	 gita.naidu@wits.ac.za
Website:	 https://www.saccsg.co.za/ 

Gynaecologic Oncology (SASGO) 
Prof Nomonde Mbatani
Tel:	 +27 (0) 83 270 5912
E-mail:	 nomonde.mbatani@uct.ac.za
Website:	 sasgoweb.wordpress.com

Head & Neck Oncology
Dr Sameera Dalvie
Tel:	 +27(0) 83 556 7428
E-mail: 	 s.dalvie@uct.ac.za 

Dr Presha Bipath
Tel:	 +27(0) 83 783 2770
E-mail: 	  bipathp@gmail.com

Radiology Society South African (RSSA)
Dr Paul Scholtz
Tel:	 +27(0) 82 871 6705
E-mail: 	 paul.scholtz@morton.co.za
Website: 	www.rssa.co.za

Congress Organising & Scientific Committee 
Palliative Care Practitioners (PALPRAC)

Dr Margie Venter
Tel:	 +27 (0) 64 792 4871
E-mail:	 margie.venter@palprac.org 
Website:	 www.palprac.org 

Radiation Therapists
Mr Kyle Kotze
Tel:	 072 452 6111
E-mail:	 kylekotze1@gmail.com

Oncology Nurses (NONSA)
Ms Petra Fördelmann
Tel:	 +27 (0) 21 982 8972
E-mail:	 petra@creativewellness.co.za 

Psycho-Social (SAOSWF)
Dr Welly den Hollander
Tel: 	 +27 (0) 79 872 6408
E-mail: 	 wellydenholl@gmail.com
Website:	 www.saoswf.org.za 

Oncology Pharmacists (SASOPh)
Ms Carien van der Merwe

Tel:	 +27 (0) 82 555 7467
E-mail:	 carien@digitalsky.co.za
Website:	 www.sasoph.org.za 

Physicists In Medicine & Biology (SAAPMB)
Mrs Nanette Joubert
Tel:	 021 404 6240 / 6266
E-mail:	 nanette.joubert@uct.ac.za 
Website:	 https://www.saapmb.net/

R K Communication 
Rhyno Kriek 	 General
Heyns du Preez 	 Sponsorships & Exhibitions 
Sonja Bührmann 	 Registration 
Hilda Bouwer 	 Logistics & General

Tel: 	 Domestic calls: 	 051 436 7733
	 International calls: 	 + 27 51 436 7733
E-mail: 	 sacocongress@rkcommunication.co.za

Organisational & Administrative Aspects 
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Prof Mike Sathekge is the Professor and head of Nuclear Medicine at the 
University of Pretoria & Steve Biko Academic Hospital as well as the President 
& CEO of Nuclear Medicine Research Infrastructure (NuMeRI). Prof Sathekge 
has conducted several early phase clinical studies in prostate cancer as a 
principal investigator and is in the forefront regarding treatment with targeted 
alpha therapy. Prof Sathekge has published over 300 peer-reviewed articles, 
excluding abstracts and book chapters. He is the Editor-in-Chief of Seminars 
in Nuclear Medicine. He is also an Associate Editor of the European Journal 
of Nuclear Medicine and Molecular Imaging. Prof Sathekge is a member of The 
Lancet Oncology’s international advisory board. As the head of the IAEA Anchor 
Center for Rays of Hope for Cancer Care, his roles include the development 
and implementation of radiopharmaceutical theragnostic research and capacity 
building. He is the Past President of the Colleges of Medicine of South Africa 
(CMSA), World Association of Radiopharmaceutical and Molecular Therapy 
(WARMTH) and Past Chairperson of the South African Medical Research 
Council (SAMRC). He is the Chair of the Africa Health Research Institute (AHRI) 
and a recipient of numerous international and national merit awards. The most 
recent being honorary doctorate by the North-West University and The Society 
of Nuclear Medicine and Molecular Imaging (SNMMI) Fellow.

The Archbishop Desmond Tutu Distinguished Lecture 

Congratulations to Prof Mike Sathekge  
who is the distinguished speaker.
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Speaker Institution & country Fields of expertise include: 
Dr Konstantin Badyan Rostov State Medical University, Russia Minimal invasive prostate & renal cancer 

treatment

Prof Nickhill Bhakta St. Jude Children’s Research Hospital, 
USA

Paediatric Haematology / Oncology

Prof Luca Incrocci Erasmus Medical Center Cancer 
Institute, The Netherlands

Genito-Urinary Radiotherapy

Dr Awusi Kawuma Uganda Center Institute, Kampala, 
Uganda

Radiotherapy treatment planning

Prof Elkanah Omenge Orang’o The Aga Khan University, Nairobi, Kenya Gynaecological Oncology

Prof Venkatraman 
Radhakrishnan

Chennai Cancer Institute, Chennai, India Medical and Paediatric Oncology

Prof Sheela Rao Royal Marsden Hospital, London, UK Colorectal / anal cancer, oesophageal / 
gastric cancer, hepatobiliary and pancreatic, 
neuroendocrine tumours & novel agents in 
gastrointestinal cancers

Dr Janine Simons Erasmus MC, Rotterdam,  
The Netherlands

Neurosciences

Prof Beth Beadle (Virtual) Stanford, USA Head and Neck Radiotherapy

Meet our Invited International Speakers 

Prof Beth Beadle is a Professor and Director of Head and Neck Radiation Oncology 
at Stanford University. She has been on faculty at Stanford since January 2017, after 
starting her career at the University of Texas MD Anderson Cancer Center (MDACC) 
in 2009. She continues to teach residents and medical students, leading the first-year 
medical student cancer biology course at Stanford and mentoring undergraduates and 
medical students. Her major research interest is improving the quality and availability 
of radiation therapy for patients throughout the world. In collaboration with Laurence 
Court, PhD, in medical physics, and crucial partners throughout South Africa, they 
developed a fully automated radiation treatment planning system, called the Radiation 
Planning Assistant (RPA), which began treatment of patients in South Africa in 2024. 

Dr Konstantin Badyan’s fields of interest are urology and oncology at the Rostov State 
Medical University, Russia. He specialises in minimally invasive cancer treatment, 
endourology, international proctor for ultrasound ablation of the prostate (HIFU), local 
proctor for cryoablation and laser surgery. He is also involved in a cryodestruction 
programme. His clinic is focused on prostate and kidney surgery and has the largest 
experience in cryodestruction for kidney cancer in Russia. 
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Prof Nickhill Bhakta is an Associate Member in the Department of Global Pediatric 
Medicine at St. Jude Children’s Research Hospital. Within the St. Jude Global Program, 
Dr. Bhakta serves as the Regional Director of the Sub-Saharan Africa Programme where 
he coordinates capacity building initiatives. Additionally, as Director of the Disease 
Burden and Simulation Unit, Prof Bhakta runs an epidemiology and health economics 
research program focusing on global disease burden, multimorbidity research and 
cost-effectiveness. Core collaborations include steering programs with colleagues at 
the International Agency for Research on Cancer, the Institute for Health Metrics and 
Evaluation and the CONCORD Programme.  His other primary implementation roles at 
St. Jude include leading the SJCARES Global Hospital-Based Cancer Registry Network 
and co-Directing the ARIA Guide and Adapted Management Guideline initiative in 
collaboration with SIOP. A native of Chattanooga, Tennessee, Prof Bhakta earned his 
bachelor’s degree with honors in history from Brown University, medical degree from 
the University of Cincinnati College of Medicine and master’s in public health from the 
Harvard School of Public Health. Prof Bhakta joined St. Jude in 2013 as a clinical fellow 
in pediatric hematology / oncology before joining the faculty. He currently practices 
clinically within the Division of Leukemia / Lymphoma. 
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Prof Luca Incrocci is Professor of Genito-Urinary Radiotherapy at the Erasmus Medical 
Center Cancer Institute, Rotterdam, The Netherlands. He received his M.D. in 1992 at the 
University of Pisa, Italy, and then joined the University Hospital Rotterdam to complete 
residencies in the Departments of Urology and Radiation Oncology.  His current research 
is focused on quality of life of cancer patients, including sexual functioning, and on the 
development of radiation techniques to improve treatment outcome and to decrease side 
effects after radiation therapy for urological malignancies.  Prof. Incrocci is a member of 
several scientific societies including the European Association of Urology, the American 
and European Societies for Therapeutic Radiology and Oncology, and the European and 
International Societies for Sexual Medicine. Prof. Incrocci is a manuscript reviewer for a 
number of international journals and the author of more than 180 papers, reviews, and 
book chapters. He is the clinical leader of HypoAfrica, a consortium for the development 
of clinical trials on hypofractionation for prostate cancer in African institutions.

Dr Kavuma Awusi is a Principal Medical Physicist in the Radiotherapy Department at 
Uganda Cancer Institute. He has authored more than 50 papers and book chapters, 
mainly in radiotherapy and applied clinical medical physics. Dr Kavuma has a special 
interest in hypofractionation and currently serves as the principal investigator for 
clinical outcomes comparing conventional and hypofractionated pelvic radiotherapy 
for locally advanced cervical cancer. He is a member of the HypoAfrica Group, an 
oncology organization dedicated to accelerating hypofractionation in Africa. Dr Awusi 
was Uganda’s national representative for the IAEA projects RAF 6044 (Medical physics 
in support of cancer management), RAF 6050 (Improving access to quality cancer 
management through sustainable capacity building), and RAF 6055 (Improving the 
quality of radiotherapy in the treatment of common cancers). He has been involved in 
various activities related to radiotherapy facilities and equipment. 

Prof Omenge Orang’o is a consultant Obstetrician Gynaecologist and Gynaecologic 
Oncologist and Chair of the Department of Obstetrics and Gynaecology, at the Aga 
Khan University (AKU), Nairobi, Kenya. Before joining AKU in 2022, Dr. Omenge served 
as a senior lecturer at Moi University School of Medicine since 2009. He served as 
Chair of the Department of Reproductive Health between 2015 and 2020. He was 
instrumental in developing clinical fellowships in the department. He is the founding 
director of the largest cervical cancer screening programme in Kenya (AMPATH Breast 
and Cervical Cancer Prevention- ABCCP). His research interest is in the interplay 
between the human papillomavirus and HIV, cervical cancer prevention, early diagnosis 
and treatment. He is a principal investigator in multiple NIH and non-NIH funded 
reserch projects. He has published over 90 peer-reviewed journal articles and presented 
in local and international conferences as an invited keynote speaker. He is a member 
of the International Gynaecological Cancer Society (IGCS), International Papillomavirus 
Society (IPVS), American Society of Clinical Oncologists (ASCO), Fellow of East, Central 
and Sourthern Africa College of Obstetrics and Gynaecology (FCOG), and Kenya 
Obstetric and Gynaecological Society (KOGS).

Prof Venkatraman Radhakrishnan earned his doctorate (D.M) in Medical Oncology in 
2011 from the All India Institute of Medical Sciences (AIIMS) in New Delhi, India and 
his MD in Paediatrics in 2003 from the Post Graduate Institute of Medical Education 
and Research (PGIMER) in Chandigarh, India. He has received various awards for his 
academic and research activities. Prof Radhakrishnan currently works at the Cancer 
Institute (W.I.A) in Chennai, India, where he is a professor of medical and paediatric 
oncology and the head of the department. He is responsible for managing 300 new 
paediatric patients every year. He is involved with training fellows in medical and 
paediatric oncology and is responsible for the academic fellowship program. His 
professional interests include clinical trials, global health, supportive care, and cancer 
registry. His research focuses on challenges unique to LMICs (Low- and Middle-Income 
Countries). He is the Co-Chair of the SIOP Epidemiology network.
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Dr Janine Simons attended Yale University and the UCLA School of Medicine, where 
she obtained her M.D., Ph.D. in Neurosciences. She then completed a residency in 
General & Adult Psychiatry at Western Psychiatric Institute & Clinic. Dr Simons is 
currently Chief of the Affect, Social Behavior & Social Cognition Program within the 
Division of Neuroscience & Basic Behavioral Science at the National Institute of Mental 
Health (NIMH). Her programme supports integrative systems-level approaches to 
understanding the fundamental neurobiological mechanisms governing affect, social 
behavior, and social cognition in humans and animals. Dr Simons serves on NIMH’s 
Research Domain Criteria (RDoC) working group, taking the lead for the “Social 
Processes” domain. Dr Simons also serves as NIMH’s representative to the NIH Office 
of Basic and Social Sciences Research (OBSSR) and to OppNet, the trans-NIH initiative 
directed at strengthening basic behavioral and social science research opportunities at 
the NIH. With OppNet, she most recently served on the initiative development team 
for “Advancing Basic Behavioral and Social Research on Resilience.” With OBSSR, she 
is currently coordinating efforts toward developing a behavioral ontology. Dr Simons 
serves as a Project Scientist for the SOBC project led by Drs Jun Ma and Leanne 
Williams, “Engaging self-regulation targets to understand the mechanisms of behavior 
change and improve mood and weight outcomes.”

Prof Sheela Rao is a Consultant Medical Oncologist specialising in gastrointestinal 
cancers and cancers of unknown primary within the Gastrointestinal Unit at the 
Royal Marsden Hospital. Prof Rao completed medical training at Charing Cross and 
Westminster Medical School and specialist oncology training at The Royal Marsden. She 
undertook laboratory-based research at The Institute of Cancer Research, supported 
by an academic grant, examining the prognostic and predictive value of genomic 
profiling of tumour biopsies in oesophago-gastric cancer. Her research interests include 
clinical trials with novel therapies in GI cancers, and she is the principal investigator 
and chief investigator on several national and international trials with novel agents and 
immunotherapy. She serves on the committees for the UK National Cancer Research 
Institute (NCRI) Colorectal Cancer and Anal-Rectal Clinical Study Groups and is an 
active member of the International Rare Cancers Initiative (IRCI). She serves on the 
European Society of Medical Oncology (ESMO) educational faculty for GI Tumours. She 
sits on several national and international trial management groups and data monitoring 
committees. Prof Rao is an active contributor to international research through peer 
review journals and conferences and has given invited lectures globally. In October 
2024, Prof Rao was awarded the title of Reader by the ICR in recognition for her 
contribution to academic excellence, teaching and leadership.
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Entertainment
Dr Victor & The Rasta Rebels
For more than 40 years, Dr Victor, real name Victor Khojane, has been crafting and creating an uplifting up-
tempo sound that has earned this singer, musician, songwriter and producer an enviable reputation on the 
South African music scene and abroad.

Victor began playing while he was still at school, in a band called CC Beat, mainly influenced by afro pop stars 
such as Blondie & Papa, Harare, Richard Jon Smith as well as American pop acts such as the Jackson Five 
and others. In 1984 CC Beat began playing in nightclubs in Johannesburg and managed to secure a recording 
contract with CCP (EMI) Label, they recorded an album, which unfortunately was not successful.

They later signed to Dephon Records where they worked with top South African acts like Chicco, Yvonne Chaka 
Chaka and Ricardo. By the end of the 80s, although they had gained respectable recognition as a tight band 
under Victor’s leadership, the group was craving for centre stage attention.

Released from Dephon Records in 1991 they were introduced 
to nightclub owner, Chris Ghelakis, whom they signed to. 
He had just started his independent CSR Label. Victor 
soon found himself in the studio with a session project 
doing Eddy Grant classics for CSR; the cover project 
was recorded as The Rasta Rebels, and became a 
major success that contained hits like “Give Me 
Hope Jo’Anna”, “I Don’t Want To Dance” and others. 
The band later changed their name to The Rasta 
Rebels and enjoyed the stardom they received 
countrywide.

Being the creative soul, which Victor is, he was soon 
branching out and recording his own solo albums; 
Badayo and Hello Afrika, scoring a big hit with his 
version of Cooks and Motambo’s “Tumbai”.

In 1995 Dr. Victor was invited to open for international 
stars such as Paul Simon, Gloria Estefan and Janet 
Jackson. Dr. Victor won two SAMA Awards, for the 
songs “Shambala” in 1995 and “Sunshine Daze” from 
his remix’s album in 2003.

Social functions 
You are requested to wear your name badge at all times in order to gain admission to all congress events.  
Please ensure that you are registered for the events below: 

Colour codes on name tag: 

Blue Dinner & Awards

Yellow Meet & Greet

Friday, 12 September, 18:00
Meet & Greet
Dress: 	 Casual
Venue: 	 Exhibition Hall
Cost: 	 Free of charge for delegates registered 

for the entire congress. R350 for 
additional guests and day delegates.

Saturday, 13 September, 19:00
Dinner & Awards
Dress: 	 Smart attire

Venue: 	 Ballroom

Cost: 	 R450 / person for all delegates and 
additional delegates.

Seating arrangements:  Seating for the Dinner 
may be reserved at the congress office. 
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Website
https://sacocongress.co.za/ 

Social media
Facebook: SACongressOfOncology

Enquiries
If you have any queries, please contact Rhyno Kriek or Heyns du Preez at the congress office or phone them on 
083 265 0 265 / 082 611 7635

Congress office
The congress office will be open during the following hours: 
Thursday: 	 07:00 – 18:00
Friday: 	 07:00 – 20:00
Saturday:	 07:30 – 17:00
Sunday:	 07:30 – 13:00

Name tags and disclaimer
You are requested to wear your name tag at all times for purposes of identification in order to gain admission to 
the congress sessions, exhibition hall, lunches and other events.

	y Disclaimer: We respect your privacy. If approached by a company representative to scan your QR code, 
please note that it is done voluntarily and consent implies that you are willing to share your personal details, 
as contained on your congress registration, with the company. You are under no obligation to consent to 
scanning by any representative or person at the congress. 

	y The organisers will be scanning the QR codes for CPD purposes as well.

General Information 
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Wi-Fi
For access to the complimentary SCC Wi-Fi network: 
	y Activate Wi-Fi on your mobile device.
	y Select @Southernsun and you will be re-directed to the login page.
	y On the login page, accept the terms and conditions and then press connect. 
	y No password required.

Parking tickets 
We offer you free parking. 
Please collect your daily exit ticket at the CPD desk situated at the entrance of the exhition hall. 

Annual General Meetings
Friday, 12 September 2025
16:45 	 SASCRO AGM 	 Ballroom 1
16:45	 SAAPHO AGM	 Boardroom 2 + 3
17:00 	 SAOSWF AGM 	 Boardroom 6 + 7
17:00 	 NONSA AGM 	 Bill Gallagher 

Speakers’ presentations
Please ensure that an electronic copy of your presentation is submitted to the technical team inside the venue 
where you will be presenting as soon as possible. If this is not possible, please load your presentation at least 
three hours before your talk in the venue where you will be presenting. 

Trade exhibition
Trade support for this combined congress has been excellent. 
Please support our valued exhibitors and sponsors by visiting their stands.



14

SA Congress of Oncology Johannesburg 2025

CPD points
CPDHUB is facilitating the CPD process at this congress. 
	y The CPD desk is situated at the entrance of the Exhibition Hall.
	y Delegate attendance will be logged electronically utilizing a QR coding system and a scanner. 

Your QR code is on the back of your name tag.  
ONLY delegates who need CPD points, must scan during the times below. 

	y Delegates will receive a certificate of attendance within 10 - 14 working days after the congress via e-mail. 
Your attendance details will also be submitted to the HPCSA council and uploaded to their portal automatically 
on your behalf. No hard copy certificates will be available at the congress. 

	y International delegates can request a certificate and can contact Colin Dempster at colin@cpdhubsa.co.za 
with their contact details.

	y Ethics lectures will be scanned separately outside the venue where the ethics lectures are being held. 

Thursday, 11 September 
Pre-congress Workshops 
07:45 – 09:00, 13:00 – 13:45 & 15:30 – 16:00 (at the entrances of both lecture rooms) 

Friday, 12 September (scan once a day)
07:45 - 16:30 (CPD desk at the entrance of the Exhibition Hall)

Saturday, 13 September (scan once a day)
07:45 – 16:30 (CPD desk at the entrance of the Exhibition Hall)

Sunday, 14 September
07:45 – 10:15 (CPD desk at the entrance of the Exhibition Hall)
10:30 – 11:15 (Ethics points – scan again at entrance of lecture room)

Enquiries: 
Colin Dempster 
E-mail: colin@cpdhubsa.co.za

Accreditation number Activity Date Attendee points
(One point / hour)

MDB001/012/08/2025 Pre-congress workshop: 
Gynaecology Brachytherapy

11 September 2025 4

MDB001/012/08/2025 Pre-congress workshop: 
Communication Skills

11 September 2025 3

MDB001/012/08/2025 Pre-congress workshop: 
SBRT

11 September 2025 3

MDB001/012/08/2025 South African Congress of Oncology
Main congress programme

12 – 14 September 2025 18

MDB001/013/08/2025 South African Congress of Oncology
Ethics sessions

12 & 14 September 2025 3 
(Two different sessions as 

indicated in the programme)

This congress has been awarded the following for CPD points; all on level one:
Kindly note: Speaker points are awarded for the first occurrence of the presentation only.

	y Oral presentations: 2 speaker points per hour. Speaker points are awarded for the first occurrence of the 
talk only.

	y Poster presentations: Main presenter: 10 points & Co-presenter: 5 points
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Trade acknowledgements 
This Congress owes a great debt of gratitude to the trade, as do all Congresses. The Congress organisers 
particularly would like to thank the following companies for their generous sponsorships.

Please note that this list is as correct as it can be at the time of printing. If any companies have been left out, 
the organisers apologise in advance.

Gold sponsor

Silver sponsors

	y 2 Exhibition stands
	y Congress bags
	y Gynaecology brachytherapy workshop

•	 1 Exhibition stand
•	 2 Trade symposia

•	 2 Exhibition stands
•	 Trade symposium

•	 2 Exhibition stands
•	 Trade symposium

•	 1 Exhibition stand
•	 Trade symposium
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Bronze sponsors

	y 1 Exhibition stand
	y Online registration platform, 

on-site registration area and 
website sponsorship

	y 2 Exhibition stands 	y 1 Exhibition stand
	y Educational grant

	y 1 Exhibition stand
	y Trade symposium

	y 2 Exhibition stands

	y 1 Exhibition stand
	y Unrestricted 

educational grant
	y Branding of poster area

	y 2 Exhibition stands
	y Congress App 

Other sponsorships

Apollo Proton Cancer Centre
	y Awards: Best Registrar (Clinical 

/ Radiation Oncology) and best 
fellow (Paediatric Oncology) 
presentations

AziMed
	y Congress directional signage 

Dis-Chem – BioNike
	y Registration gifts

Dis-Chem Oncology
	y Congress lanyards

Eurolab (Pty) Ltd and 
Biomab Innovation (Pty) Ltd
	y Pens and pads

Gknowmix (Pty) Ltd
	y Pull-up banner 

Key Oncologics
	y Presentation prizes

Netcare Hospitals (Pty) Ltd
	y SBRT workshop
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Exhibitors Stand 
number Exhibitors Stand 

number
Access to Innovative Care Foundation 17 Gamma Knife South Africa 31

Accord Healthcare 44 Hetero Drugs SA Pty (Ltd) 1

Acino Healthcare 47 Icon Oncology Holdings (Pty) Ltd 24

Adcock Ingram 20 Johnson and Johnson 23

Aspen Pharmacare 26 JTS Medcare Solutions 18

Astellas Pharma 34 Look Good Feel Better Foundation 40

AstraZeneca 30 MSD 25

AXIM Nuclear and Oncology 27 Novartis 29

AziMed cc 19 Novartis Medical 6

Boston Scientific 15 OncoBeta Africa 21

Brainlab 32 Oncologic Hyperthermia 14

Breast Health Foundation 45 Prime Equipment 7

Campaigning for Cancer 38 Prostate Cancer Foundation NPC 2

CANSA 16 Roche Products 48

CHOC Childhood Cancer Foundation South Africa 39 Sandoz South Africa (Pty) Ltd 42

DKMS Africa 12 Solventum 4

Dr. Reddy’s Laboratories 22 South African Oncology Social Workers Forum 
(SAOSWF)

5

Eisai Pharmaceuticals 43 Tecmed Pharma 37

Elekta 33 Varian, a Siemens Healthineers company 36

Equity Pharmaceuticals 35 Word for Word Media 41

Fresenius Kabi 28 ZEISS 46

Exhibitors 
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Floor plan of exhibition hall 
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Trade Symposia
Friday, 12 September 2025

Oncobeta Symposium 	 Ballroom 1

Precision in practice:  
Advancing non-melanoma skin cancer treatment with Rhenium-SCT®
Chair: 	 Prof Duvern Ramiah
13:30 Welcome Prof Duvern Ramiah 

Radiation Oncologist 
Head of Department, Radiation 
Oncology, Charlotte Maxeke 
Johannesburg Hospital

13:35 EPIC SKIN Study: 12-Month interim results on efficacy, safety, and 
patient outcomes

Prof Kgomotso Mokoala 
Associate Professor and Head of 
Clinical Unit: Nuclear Medicine 
Department, Steve Biko Academic 
Hospital

14:05 Rhenium-SCT in the context of conventional radiotherapy: Modelling 
dosimetry in the treatment of non-melanoma skin cancer

Mr Ian Quin 
Head of Clinical Operations - 
OncoBeta

14:20 Adjourn

Saturday, 13 September 2025

AstraZeneca Symposium 	 Ballroom 1

Spotlight on HER2 breast cancer: Redefining treatment paradigms
Chair: 	 Dr Devan Moodley
07:30 Welcome Dr Devan Moodley

07:35 Spotlight on HER2 breast cancer:  
Redefining treatment paradigms

Prof Mohsen Mokhtar

08:00 Discussion Prof Mohsen Mokhtar
Dr Keo Tabane
Dr Smitha Abraham
Dr Lizanne Langenhoven
Dr Devan Moodley

08:20 Adjourn
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Johnson & Johnson Symposium  	 Ballroom 2

Chair: 	 Dr Omondi Ogude
07:30 Welcome Dr Omondi Ogude

07:35 From backbone to breakthrough: ARPI’s in focus Dr Lance Coetzee

08:00 PARP potential: Rewriting the future of prostate cancer Prof Axel Merseburger (Virtual)

08:15 Discussion Panel

08:20 Adjourn

Novartis Symposium 	 Ballroom 1

Chair: 	 Dr Devan Moodley
13:30 Welcome Dr Devan Moodley

13:35 Early breast cancer and the risk of recurrence Prof Peter Fasching (Virtual)

14:05 Discussion Prof Peter Fasching 
Dr Devan Moodley

14:20 Adjourn

Astellas Symposium A 	 Ballroom 2

mHPSC Pca case study discussion
13:30 Welcome

13:35 mHPSC Pca case study discussion:  
I’ll show you mine, if you show me yours

Dr Wilhelm van Zijl
Dr Sheynaz Bassa

14:10 Discussion

14:20 Adjourn

Sunday, 14 September 2025

Astellas Symposium B 	 Ballrooms 2 & 3

Multidisciplinary team: Working together for better patient outcomes in mHSPC
Chair: Prof Shingai Mutambirwa
08:00 Welcome Prof Shingai Mutambirwa

08:05 Multidisciplinary team: Working together for better patient outcomes in 
mHSPC

Dr Mia Hugo

08:45 Discussion Prof Shingai Mutambirwa

08:50 Adjourn
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Pre-Congress Workshops 
Thursday, 11 September 2025

Half-day Workshop:  
Gynaecology Brachytherapy 	 Ballroom 2
Sponsored by

Chairs: 	Dr Sheynaz Bassa & Dr Salih Gurdalli
08:00 Welcome & introduction Dr Sheynaz Bassa

08:15 ProKnow user training and case delineation Ms Yolandi Muller

08:30 CT based contouring in image guided adaptive brachytherapy for cervical 
cancer  
(Didactic Protocol Presentation)

Prof Merdan Fayda

09:00 Case study presentation of CT-based protocol on  
two different GYN cases

Prof Merdan Fayda

09:45 Refreshments Foyer
10:15 GYN Phantom Study Prof Merdan Fayda

10:45 Re-do case delineation on ProKnow  
(All participants will attempt to contour the  
designated volumes on their own laptops)

Participants accompanied by  
Prof Merdan Fayda

11:15 Oncentra reconstruction and planning Mr Khalil Ben Fredj

11:45 Oncentra plan analyses Mr Khalil Ben Fredj 
Prof Merdan Fayda

12:15 ProKnow case deliniation outcome analyses Dr Hamza Tatli 

12:30 Conclusion Dr Sheynaz Bassa
Prof Merdan Fayda

12:45 Lunch Foyer

SA Congress of Oncology 2025Thursday, 11 September 2025
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Half-day Workshop: 	 Ballroom 4
Communication Skills
Communicating with compassion: Core skills for oncology providers
Facilitators: 	Dr Julia Ambler, Dr Margie Venter, Dr Henriette Burger, Ms Michelle Komana,  

Dr Jesne Kistan & Dr Mfanelo Sobewka
13:30 This interactive three-hour workshop is designed to enhance the 

foundational communication skills of oncology providers, with a focus on 
fostering compassionate, empathetic, and effective conversations with 
patients and families across the cancer journey. The session integrates 
brief didactic teaching with reflective practice, role play (both small and 
large group), and live demonstration to promote active skill-building in a 
safe and supportive environment.
Participants will explore core elements of communication, including 
how to listen deeply, respond to emotion with empathy, and facilitate 
conversations that promote understanding and support around prognosis, 
hope, and goals of care. The workshop will also include attention to 
the provider’s own emotional responses and well-being in the face of 
complex communication challenges.

15:30 Refreshments Foyer
16:00 Workshop continues

17:30 Adjourn
Evening at leisure

Hybrid Workshop: SBRT 	 Ballroom 2
Sponsored by Access to Care (Cape Town) and Netcare Oncology

Hosts: 	 Prof Jeannette Parkes & Dr Thurandrie Naiker
Convenor: 	Prof Antonella Fogliata (Radiqa Developments, Switzerland & Humanitas Research Hospital, Italy)
13:30 General principles of SBRT and case-based demonstrations using Varian 

Academic Hub

Tips and tricks

Demonstration of cases with paraspinal (cord sparing and non-cord-
sparing) as well as lung lesion SBRT

15:30 Refreshments Foyer
16:00 Workshop continues

17:20 Conclusion

17:30 Adjourn
Evening at leisure

SA Congress of Oncology 2025 Thursday, 11 September 2025
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Congress Programme 
Abstract number indicated in square brackets: [ ]

Friday, 12 September 2025

Session 1A: Plenary 	 Ballroom 1
Congress Opening
Chairs: 	Dr Mariza Tunmer & Dr Sheynaz Bassa
08:30 Official opening Dr Sheynaz Bassa, 

Congress Chair

08:45 The Archbishop Desmond Tutu  
Distinguished Lecture 
Radiotheranostics: A pillar of precision oncology

Prof Mike Sathekge

09:35 AI, ethics and health (Ethics presentation) Prof Jantina de Vries  
(Virtual)

10:15 Refreshments Exhibition 2

Session 1B: Interventional radiology in oncology: 	 Ballroom 3 
Expanding the multidisciplinary approach to cancer care 
Cut, freeze, or burn: How IRs are transforming cancer treatment
Moderator: Dr Paul Scholtz

The expanding role of IR in oncology: Innovation meets integration 
08:30 Overview of RFA, MWA & Cryoablation:  

Evolving technologies and techniques
Dr Konstantin Badyan (IR)

08:50 Overview of TACE, and TARE:  
Evolving technologies and techniques

Dr Dewald Bester (IR)

What’s useful in the real-world oncology practice
09:10 Clinical utility, patient selection, and integration  

of IR therapies into existing care pathways
Dr Waldemar Szpak (Oncologist)

09:30 Discussion

10:00 Hands-on demo: Cryoablation Dr Konstantin Badyan (IR)
Dr Waldemar Szpak (Oncologist)

10:15 Refreshments Exhibition 2

SA Congress of OncologyFriday, 12 September 2025
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Session 2A: Urology 	 Ballroom 1
Prostate cancer across the spectrum: Precision, progression, and survivorship
Chairs: 	Prof Duvern Ramiah & Prof Shingai Mutambirwa
11:00 Sexual functioning after radiotherapy for prostate cancer Prof Luca Incrocci 

The Netherlands

11:20 Approach to biochemical recurrence post local therapy 
Lecture followed by case presentation and discussion

Prof Axel Merseburger, Germany 
(Virtual)

11:50 Hormone sensitive metastatic prostate cancer, first line and beyond
Lecture followed by case presentation and discussion

Prof Axel Merseburger, Germany 
(Virtual)

12:00 Lecture followed by case presentation and discussion Dr Fhatuwani Sikhitha

12:10 Addressing the unmet needs of prostate cancer survivors:  
Beyond cancer control to cardiovascular health

Prof Rob Rutledge, Canada 
(Virtual)

12:30 Lunch & Exhibition

Session 2B: Breast cancer 	 Ballroom 2
Chairs: 	Dr Richard Khanyile & Dr Keo Tabane
11:00 De-escalation in early breast cancer: Who, when and how far? Dr Faheem Farooq  

(Virtual)

11:20 Implementing effective MDT care in resource-constrained breast centers:  
Opportunities and challenges

Dr Sarah Nietz

11:40 Caring for the young breast cancer patient Dr Sarah Fairhead

12:00 The evolving landscape of TNBC:  
From chemotherapy to Immunotherapy

Dr Devan Moodley

12:15 Integrating palliative care in MDT decision-making in advanced breast cancer Dr Tricia Pickard

12:30 Lunch & Exhibition

Session 2C: Paediatric oncology 	 Boardrooms 2 & 3
Chairs: 	Prof Gita Naidu & Mr Hedley Lewis
11:00 Welcome Prof Gita Naidu

11:10 Improving outcomes in paediatric ALL in India through collaborative 
clinical trials: A model for multicenter research

Prof Venkatraman Radhakrishnan

11:50 Financial hardship in childhood cancer Prof Nickhill Bhakta

12:15 Transitioning leukaemia protocols: Moving South Africa into the modern 
era in a resource-limited setting

Prof Marc Hendriks

12:30 Lunch & Exhibition

SA Congress of Oncology Friday, 12 September 2025
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Session 2D: Radiation therapy 	 Ballroom 4
Chairs: 	Ms Marlene Coetzee & Mr Kyle Kotze 
11:00 The rocky path of radiotherapy: A patient perspective [1] Mrs Fatima Bhyat

11:15 Reimagine the radiotherapy workflow: From paper to ‘less’ [2] Mrs Janetha du Toit

11:30 Empowering minds: Strengthening mental health support for  
RT students [3]

Dr Louisa Mokoena

11:45 Becoming virtually real: Using the Virtual Environment for Radiotherapy 
Training (VERTTM) in the teaching of radiotherapy at the University of 
Johannesburg [4]

Ms Portia Ramashia

12:00 4D-cone beam CT acquired during volumetric ARC radiotherapy delivery: 
A tool crucial for stereotactic radiosurgery and stereotactic body 
radiotherapy treatment delivery [5]

Mr Thuso Ramaloko

12:15 Total body irradiation on the Halcyon machine [26] Mrs Kimona Moodley

12:30 Lunch & Exhibition

Session 2E: Psychosocial 	 Boardrooms 6 & 7
Guiding the cancer journey: A comprehensive toolkit for social workers
Chair: 	 Dr Welly den Hollander
11:00 Introduction Ms Elnette du Toit  

Mrs Carin Schultz

11:15 Break-a-way groups

11:30 Feedback and forward planning

12:30 Lunch & Exhibition

Session 2F: Nurses & Allied Health Professionals 	 Bill Gallagher
Chair: 	 Ms Shirley Jonathan-Scwebu
11:00 Journal clubs: An important educational tool  

Why, who, when, what, how?
Prof Lize Maree

11:30 Example 1: Discussion of article 1 Ms Petra Fordelmann

11:45 Example 2: Discussion of article 2 Ms Rowan Robinson

12:00 Example 3: Discussion of article 3 Ms Andrea Brummer

12:15 Example 4: Discussion of article 4 Ms Pam Chetty

12:30 Lunch & Exhibition

Session 2G: Radiology 	 Ballroom 3
Cryoablation in focus: Renal, lung, and MSK applications

Emerging indications and advances in cryoablation
11:00 Clinical evidence and procedural insights for renal tumours Dr Konstantin Badyan (IR)

11:20 Clinical evidence and procedural insights for lung and MSK tumours Dr Dewald Bester (IR)

Where cryoablation fits in oncology treatment algorithms
11:40 Real-world clinical value, outcomes, and collaborative treatment planning Dr Waldemar Szpak (Oncologist)

12:00 Discussion

12:30 Lunch & Exhibition

SA Congress of OncologyFriday, 12 September 2025
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Oncobeta Symposium 	 Ballroom 1

Precision in practice:  
Advancing non-melanoma skin cancer treatment with Rhenium-SCT®
Chair: 	 Prof Duvern Ramiah
13:30 Welcome Prof Duvern Ramiah 

Radiation Oncologist 
Head of Department, Radiation 
Oncology, Charlotte Maxeke 
Johannesburg Hospital

13:35 EPIC SKIN Study: 12-Month interim results on efficacy, safety, and 
patient outcomes

Prof Kgomotso Mokoala 
Associate Professor and Head of 
Clinical Unit: Nuclear Medicine 
Department, Steve Biko Academic 
Hospital

14:05 Rhenium-SCT in the context of conventional radiotherapy: Modelling 
dosimetry in the treatment of non-melanoma skin cancer

Mr Ian Quin 
Head of Clinical Operations - 
OncoBeta

14:20 Adjourn

Session 3A: GIT 	 Ballroom 1
Chair: 	 Dr Meryl Oyomno & Dr Seshini Naidoo 
14:30 Improving outcomes in rectal cancer:  

New frontiers in total neoadjuvant therapy
Prof Sheela Rao,  
United Kingdom

15:00 Liver metastases in colorectal cancer:  
A surgical perspective on resection and ablation in the era of systemic 
therapy

Prof Martin Brand

15:20 Neuroendocrine tumors Dr Enrique Grande, Spain 
(Virtual) 

15:30 Refreshments & Exhibition Exhibition 2

Session 3B: Collateral damage 	 Ballroom 2
Managing organ-specific toxicities in the era of precision oncology
Chairs: 	Dr Louisa Dlamini-Mbokazi & Dr Ziningi Mteshana
14:30 Skin deep: Dermatologic side effects of novel cancer drugs Dr Rakesh Newaj

14:50 In sight: Radiation, targeted therapy and immunotherapy-related ocular 
complications

Prof Priscilla Makhunyane

15:10 Navigating adverse events of ICI Dr Ronwyn van Eeden

15:30 Refreshments & Exhibition Exhibition 2

SA Congress of Oncology Friday, 12 September 2025
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Session 3C: Paediatric oncology 	 Boardrooms 2 & 3
Chairs: 	Dr Diane MacKinnon & Prof Marc Hendricks
14:30 Assessing the impact of medical animations in paediatric oncology to 

educate patients and caregivers in their home language
Dr Candice Hendricks

14:45 Paediatric oncology facility integrated local evaluation (PrOFILE) tool: 
Chris Hani Baragwanath Academic Hospital and St. Jude Children’s 
Research Hospital Collaboration Project [6]

Dr Biance Rowe

15:00 Predicting interim treatment response in paediatric Hodgkin lymphoma:  
A machine learning approach using standard blood parameters [7]

Prof Jennifer Geel

15:15 Paediatric Hodgkin Lymphoma survival in the ART era:  
Benefits of unified protocols and HIV management [8]

Prof Jennifer Geel

15:30 Refreshments & Exhibition Exhibition 2

Session 3D: Radiation therapy 	 Ballroom 4
Chairs: 	Dr Louisa Mokoena & Mrs René Botha
13:30 Nature of the interprofessional collaboration between radiation 

oncologists and radiation therapists in a region in Gauteng,  
South Africa [9]

Mrs Marlene Coetzee

14:00 Evaluation of bolus materials in Icon radiotherapy units [10] Mr Jaco van Staden 
Mrs Juanita van Staden

14:15 The framework to improve access to radiotherapy Gauteng Province, 
South Africa: What should it include? [11]

Ms Portia Ramashia

14:45 Impact of applied setup shifts during image registration for prostate hypo 
fractionated treatment [12]

Ms Leanore Sebopa

15:00 Advancing stereotactic radiotherapy in veterinary medicine: Case studies 
for canine brain tumours at Life Eugene Marais Radiotherapy Unit [13]

Mrs Janica Smit

15:15 Future of radiotherapy:  
The role of artificial intelligence (AI) in cancer care [14]

Mrs Achal Sonbadhar

15:30 Refreshments & Exhibition Exhibition 2

Session 3E: Psychosocial 	 Boardrooms 6 & 7
Social workers’ perspectives 
Chair: 	 Ms Elnette du Toit
13:30 A framework for trauma-informed psycho-oncology: Empowering 

oncology social workers [15]
Mr Ian Veary

13:55 Understanding palliative care services among social workers and the 
multidisciplinary team in South African public hospitals [16]

Ms Buyiswa Swartbooi

14:20 Social support provided to family caregivers of cancer patients in PC [17] Mrs Corlia Esterhuyse

14:45 A literature study examining the evolution of denial throughout the 
stages of a cancer journey [18]

Mrs Emerentia Esterhuyse

15:00 Discussion

15:30 Refreshments & Exhibition Exhibition 2

Session 3F: Nurses & Allied Health Professionals 	 Bill Gallagher
Chair: 	 Prof Lize Maree
13:30 Guest speaker: Managing risk Dr Sue Armstrong

14:10 Guest speaker: Managing risk or similar Ms Elsabé Klinck 

14:50 Panel discussion Panel 

15:30 Refreshments & Exhibition Exhibition2
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Session 3G: Radiology 	 Ballroom 3
Cryoablation debate: Prostate & breast in the South African context

Pro cryo: Prostate
13:30 Expanding boundaries: The case for cryoablation in prostate cancer Dr Konstantin Badyan (IR)

Against cryo: Prostate
13:45 The dominant role of brachytherapy, and standard modalities in prostate Dr Waldemar Szpak (Oncologist)

14:00 Panel discussion: Future potential, data gaps, and practical barriers to 
adoption in South Africa

Pro cryo: Breast
14:15 Expanding boundaries:  

The case for cryoablation in breast cancer
Dr Peter Schoub (IR)

Against cryo: Breast
14:30 The dominant role of standard modalities in breast Dr Waldemar Szpak (Oncologist)

14:45 Panel discussion: Future potential, data gaps, and practical barriers to 
adoption in South Africa

15:30 Refreshments & Exhibition Exhibition 2

Session 3H: Special oncology session 	 Boardroom 1
Chairs: 	Prof Debbie van der Merwe & Dr Sheynaz Bassa
14:30 Modern proton therapy to improve survival and survivorship in children 

and adolescents: APCC experience 
Dr Uday Krishna 
Senior Consultant, Radiation 
Oncology, Apollo Proton Cancer 
Centre, Chennai, India & 
Mr Dinesh Madhavan, President, 
Group Oncology & International, 
Apollo Hospitals Enterprise Ltd

15:00 Preparing for AI in radiotherapy: The good, the bad, and the ugly Prof Laurence Court
MD Anderson Cancer Center 
(Virtual)

15:30 Refreshments & Exhibition Exhibition 2

Session 4A: Urology 2 	 Ballroom 1
Chairs: 	Dr Henriette Burger & Dr Santhuri Viranna
16:00 SBRT in RCC Dr Muhammad Ali, Australia 

(Virtual)

16:20 Systemic therapy in RCC: Integrating innovation and individualization Dr Enrique Grande, Spain 
(Virtual) 

16:45 Adjourn
18:00 Meet & Greet Exhibition 2
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Session 4B: Targeting with intent 	 Ballroom 2
Advanced radiotherapy strategies in CNS tumours 
Chairs: 	Dr Waleed Begg & Dr Santuri Naicker
16:00 Sparing what matters: Conformal planning and planning tools for 

hippocampal avoidance in brain radiotherapy
Dr Sudeshan Naidoo 

16:15 Approach to radiotherapy for brain metastases in the era of  
targeted therapies

Dr Thurandrie Naiker

16:30 Utility of the Gamma Knife in a Johannesburg private hospital,  
South Africa [19] 

Dr Gayathri Raveendran

16:45 Adjourn
16:45 SASCRO AGM Ballroom 1
18:00 Meet & Greet Exhibition 2 

Session 4C: Paediatric oncology 	 Boardrooms 2 & 3
Chairs: 	Prof Jennifer Geel & Dr Biance Rowe
16:00 Reducing pain during needle-based procedures in children with cancer 

using the St Jude Global Comfort Promise Quality Improvement Methods
Ms Nokuzola Marara

16:15 Turning cries into smiles: A global comfort promise package for 
procedural pain

Dr Kamalina Coopasamy

16:30 A quality improvement project to improve end of life care for paediatric 
oncology patients informed by protect results, an initiative of the St Jude 
Children’s Research Hospital Global Palliative Care Program [20]

Dr Diane MacKinnon

16:45 Use of palliative chemotherapy in South Africa: National survey of 
paediatric oncologists and experience in a single unit [21]

Dr Ané Büchner

16:55 Adjourn
17:00 SAAPHO AGM Boardrooms 2 & 3
18:00 Meet & Greet Exhibition 2

Session 4D: Radiation Therapy 	 Ballroom 4
Chairs: 	Mrs René Botha & Mrs Janetha du Toit
16:00 A retrospective study comparing skin reactions in patients undergoing 

whole-breast radiation therapy: A comparison of RT gel application vs. no 
topical application on a Halcyon Linac [22]

Ms Vanessa Mphahlele 

16:15 Implementation of the Brainlab surface guided (SGRT) system at the 
Donald Gordon Radiation Oncology Unit [23]

Mrs Sadiyah Jogee

16:30 The first in-bore surface guided radiation therapy system in Kwazulu-
Natal: The Busamed Hillcrest Oncology Centre experience [24]

Mrs Melissa van der Linde

16:45 Enhancing precision in prostate radiotherapy: The impact of SGRT on PTV 
margins at Busamed Hillcrest Oncology Centre [25]

Mr Akshay Budhram

16:55 Adjourn
18:00 Meet & Greet Exhibition 2
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Session 4E: Psychosocial 	 Boardrooms 6 & 7
Paediatric oncology
Chair: 	 Mr Ian Veary
16:00 Collaborative patients support [27] Mr Hedley Lewis

16:25 Using different methodologies to train healthcare professionsal, 
healthcare workers and traditional health practitioners on the Siluan early 
warning signs of childhood cancer [28]

Mrs Adri Ludick

16:45 Discussion

17:00 SAOSWF AGM Boardrooms 6 + 7
17:50 Adjourn
18:00 Meet & Greet Exhibition 2

Session 4F: Nurses & Allied Health Professionals 	 Bill Gallagher 
Chair: 	 Ms Petra Fordelmann
16:00 Introduction:

Patient education workshop / game
Ms Rowan Robinson draw a scenario, educate patient on the spot.  
Points allocated by audience, commentary after each session

Ms Rowan Robinson

16:15 Activity 

16:55 Adjourn
17:00 SAOSWF AGM Boardrooms 6 + 7
17:00 NONSA AGM Bill Gallagher 
18:00 Meet & Greet Exhibition 2

Session 4G: Radiology 	 Ballroom 3
TARE in practice: Patient selection and procedural excellence
16:00 Importance of MDT in selection, selection criteria, timing in the treatment 

pathway, outcomes
Dr Waldemar Szpak (Oncologist)

16:30 Technical execution, workflow of TARE and why personal dosimetry matters Dr John Cantrell (IR)

17:00 Authorization process

17:15 Panel discussion

17:30 Adjourn
18:00 Meet & Greet Exhibition 2

SA Congress of Oncology Friday, 12 September 2025



32

Saturday, 13 September 2025

AstraZeneca Symposium 	 Ballroom 1

Spotlight on HER2 breast cancer: Redefining treatment paradigms
Chair: 	 Dr Devan Moodley
07:30 Welcome Dr Devan Moodley

07:35 Spotlight on HER2 breast cancer:  
Redefining treatment paradigms

Prof Mohsen Mokhtar

08:00 Discussion Prof Mohsen Mokhtar
Dr Keo Tabane
Dr Smitha Abraham
Dr Lizanne Langenhoven
Dr Devan Moodley

08:20 Adjourn

Johnson & Johnson Symposium  	 Ballroom 2

Chair: 	 Dr Omondi Ogude
07:30 Welcome Dr Omondi Ogude

07:35 From backbone to breakthrough: ARPI’s in focus Dr Lance Coetzee

08:00 PARP potential: Rewriting the future of prostate cancer Prof Axel Merseburger (Virtual)

08:15 Discussion Panel

08:20 Adjourn

Session 5A: Accelerating access 	 Ballroom 1
Hypofractionation and radiotherapy scale-up in Sub-Saharan Africa	
Chairs: 	Dr Henriette Burger & Dr Wilhelm van Zijl
08:30 Hypofractionation for prostate cancer: The way to go Prof Luca Incrocci,  

The Netherlands

08:50 HypoAfrica-B: The HypoAfrica Study for breast cancer Dr Janine Simons,  
The Netherlands

09:10 Hypofractionation for cervical cancer:  
What is the evidence?

Dr Megan Kassick,  
USA
(Virtual)

09:30 HypoAfrica-C: A feasibility study on hypofractionation for cervical cancer Dr Solomon Kibudde,  
Uganda  
(Virtual)

09:50 Hypofractionated radiotherapy as a potential alternative to conventional 
treatment for cervical cancer in resource-limited environments: 
A prospective comparative analysis [29] 

Dr Abba Mallum

10:10 Discussion

10:15 Refreshments & Exhibition Exhibition 2
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Session 5B: From evidence to action 	 Ballroom 2
MDT Perspectives in the management of head and neck cancers
Chairs: 	Dr Sameera Dalvie & Dr Chris Quitter
MDT Panel: Dr Johan Kluge, Prof Mike Sathekge, Dr Adam Botha & Dr Ashesh Ranchod 
08:30 Case presentation 1: Oral cavity CA Dr Thabisa Nkani 

08:45 MDT panel discussion All members

08:50 Case presentation 2: Laryngeal CA Dr Salsabil Abdelrahman

09:05 Abstract: Larynx carcinoma: A retrospective review of treatment 
outcomes in patients treated at Groote Schuur Hospital, Cape Town, 
South Africa [30]

Dr Faadil Dalvie 

09:15 MDT panel discussion All members

09:20 Case presentation 3: Orophyangeal CA Dr Khanyisa Khosa

09:35 Abstract: Prevalence and outcome of HPV: Mediated oropharyngeal 
squamous cell carcinoma in a low and middle-income setting [31]

Dr Travis van der Riet

09:45 MDT panel discussion All members

09:55 Case presentation 4: Nasopharyngeal CA Dr Luke Schutz

10:10 MDT panel discussion All members

10:15 Refreshments & Exhibition Exhibition 2

Session 5C: Paediatric oncology 	 Boardrooms 2 & 3
Chairs: 	Prof David Reynders & Dr Derek Harrison
08:30 Outcomes of an acute lymphoblastic leukaemia cohort between 2008 

and 2017 at Tygerberg Hospital, Cape Town, South Africa [32]
Dr Leila Schoonraad

08:45 Outcomes of paediatric patients with idiopathic aplastic anaemia treated 
with immunosuppressive therapy regimens containing anti-thymocyte 
globulin and cyclosporine in KZN [33]

Dr Rizwaana Mahomed

09:00 Clinicopathological features, management, and survival outcomes of paediatric 
non-Wilms renal tumours: An institutional analysis of 28 cases [34]

Ms Grace Taylor

09:15 Paediatric germ cell tumours at Chris Hani Baragwanath:  
Surgical approaches and outcomes: A 16-year review

Dr Stephen Mphahlele

09:30 Time from symptom onset to diagnosis of paediatric solid tumours in a 
single unit in South Africa

Dr Martha Chigove-Mahlanze

09:45 Paediatric low-grade gliomas in South Africa:  
A baseline evaluation [35]

Prof Anel van Zyl  
(on behalf of Dr Karla Thomas)

10:00 Osteosarcoma: A single tertiary centre review [36] Dr Bongiwe Radebe

10:15 Impact of surgical resection on survival in paediatric non-
rhabdomyosarcoma soft tissue sarcomas:  
A 10-year South African retrospective study [37]

Dr Leila Hartford

10:30 Refreshments & Exhibition Exhibition 2

Session 5D: Personalizing Gynae-oncology 	 Ballroom 3
Classifications, exenterations, and emerging therapies
Chairs: 	Dr Emma Bryant & Prof Nomonde Mbatani
08:30 Reclassifying endometrial cancer:  

Implications for management
Dr Emma Bryant

09:00 Surgical exenteration in the modern era Prof Elkanah Omenge Orang’o, 
Kenya

09:30 Targeted therapies in gynaecological cancers Dr Samuel Fourie

10:00 Modulated electro-hyperthermia increases the five-year disease-free survival 
rates in locally advanced cervical cancer patients in South Africa [38]

Dr Carrie Minnaar

10:15 Refreshments & Exhibition Exhibition 2
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Session 5E: Radiation therapy 	 Ballroom 4
Chairs: 	Ms Vanessa Mphahlele & Mr Kyle Kotze
08:30 Optimal rectal planning risk volume margin for ultra-hypofractionated 

volumetric modulated arc therapy of prostate tumours [39]
Mr Kyle Kotze

IGRT workshop
08:45 Introduction to IGRT and optimal imaging for palliative radiotherapy Mrs René Botha

09:00 Cranial imaging for SRS Mrs Jeunésse Smith

09:15 Optimal imaging for head and neck and oesophageal cancer Ms Aviwe Makenzi

09:30 Optimal imaging for breast cancer Mrs Janetha du Toit

09:45 Optimal imaging for prostate cancer Mrs Belinda Moolman

10:00 Discussion Panel

10:15 Refreshments & Exhibition Exhibition 2

Session 5F: Psychosocial 	 Boardrooms 6 & 7
Psycho-oncology & sexual health
Chair: 	 Dr Welly den Hollander
08:30 Dying patients and sexuality [40] Dr Craig Geoff Howes

09:00 A model framework to support radiation therapists in facilitating sexual 
health counselling with patients receiving radiotherapy for prostate 
cancer [41]

Mr Nape Phahlamohlaka

09:30 Female cancer patients and sexual health [42] Prof Corlia Brandt 

10:00 Discussion

10:15 Refreshments & Exhibition Exhibition 2

Session 5G: Nurses & Allied Health Professionals 	 Bill Gallagher
Chair: 	 Ms Boni Mdletshe
08:30 The oncology nurse in the era of precision medicine [43] Dr Diana Pillay

08:50 Telephone algorithm [44] Ms Andrea Brummer

09:00 Navigating the patient through the cancer care continuum Ms Pam Chetty
Ms Rowan Robinson

09:10 Best practice 3: Care giver burden Ms Phindile Mswane

09:20 Best practice 4: Care giver burden Ms Boni Mdletshe

10:15 Refreshments & Exhibition Exhibition 2

Session 5H: Pharmacists 	 Boardroom 1
Chair: 	 Ms Hajira Peer
08:30 Interactive Pharmacy Workshop:  

Supportive care for patients with cancer
Mrs Razeeya Khan
Mrs Fadilah Kurrimboccus
Mrs Tahir Ismail

09:30 Clinical case on digestive cancers Mrs Hayley Gower

10:15 Refreshments & Exhibition Exhibition 2
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Session 6: Plenary 	 Ballroom 1
Chairs: 	Prof Georgia Demetriou & Prof Jeannette Parkes
11:00 Global cancer registration Prof Nickhill Bhakta  

(St Judes USA)

11:20 The SA regulatory landscape:  
Ethics committees, NHREC, and implementation gaps

Prof Theresa Rossouw  
(University of Pretoria, SA)

11:40 Skilled, compassionate truth telling when changing goals of care Dr Henriette Burger (University of 
Stellenbosch, SA)

12:00 Artificial Intelligence and the future of scientific publishing:  
Promise, pitfalls, and practicalities

Dr Su Yom (Editor in Chief Red 
Journal USA)  
(Virtual)

12:30 Lunch, Poster & Exhibition Exhibition 2
12:35 Poster session Poster area, Exhibition

Novartis Symposium 	 Ballroom 1

Chair: 	 Dr Devan Moodley
13:30 Welcome Dr Devan Moodley

13:35 Early breast cancer and the risk of recurrence Prof Peter Fasching (Virtual)

14:05 Discussion Prof Peter Fasching 
Dr Devan Moodley

14:20 Adjourn

Astellas Symposium A 	 Ballroom 2

mHPSC Pca case study discussion
13:30 Welcome

13:35 mHPSC Pca case study discussion:  
I’ll show you mine, if you show me yours

Dr Wilhelm van Zijl
Dr Sheynaz Bassa

14:10 Discussion

14:20 Adjourn
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Session 7A: Global oncology in practice 	 Ballroom 4
Workforce, guidelines, and patient-centered care
Chairs: 	Dr Muhammed Bapeekee & Dr Sthe Mhlongo 
14:30 Can AI address the global radiotherapy workforce challenge: 

Observations from the Archery Study at Groote Schuur Hospital [45]
Dr Santhuri Viranna

14:50 Cancer burden and quality of life among female patients living with HIV 
accessing palliative care services in Johannesburg, South Africa [46]

Dr Mpho Ratshikana

15:10 Novel methods for global cancer  
guideline development

Prof Nickhill Bhakta, USA

15:30 Refreshments & Exhibition Exhibition 2

Session 7B: Head & Neck 	 Ballroom 2
Chairs: 	Dr Presha Bipath & Dr Johan Kluge
14:30 Sinonasal cancers Dr Chris Quitter 

15:00 Advances in head & neck cancer radiotherapy Prof Beth Beadle, USA 
(Virtual)

15:30 Refreshments & Exhibition Exhibition 2

Session 7C: Paediatric oncology 	 Boardrooms 2 & 3
Chairs: 	Prof Anel van Zyl & Dr Monica Vaithilingam
14:30 Why population-based childhood cancer registries (PBCCR) matter in 

LMICs: Lessons from the Chennai PBCCR
Prof Venkatraman Radhakrishnan

15:00 Hematopoietic stem cell transplantation:  
Outcomes, challenges and lessons from a single centre experience

Prof David Reynders

15:15 Designing for implementation: South African guidelines for managing 
febrile neutropenia in children with cancer: The South African childhood 
cancer febrile neutropenia guideline development working group [48]

Prof Gita Naidu

15:30 Refreshments & Exhibition Exhibition 2

Session 7D: Gynae 	 Ballroom 3
Chairs: 	Dr Nazia Fakie & Dr Kamendran Govender 
14:30 Vulvar cancer: Managing treatment complications Dr Linda Rogers

14:50 Cervical cancer elimination strategies:  
Initiatives by the National Department of Health

Dr Johannes Molomo

15:10 Haemostatic interventions for bleeding control in advanced cervical cancer Prof Langanani Mbodi

15:30 Refreshments & Exhibition Exhibition 2

Session 7E: Psychosocial 	 Boardrooms 6 & 7
Cancer & exercise 
Chair: 	 Mrs Carin Schultz
13:30 Yoga therapy in oncology: Enhancing patient resilience and quality of life 

through compassionate, complementary care [49]
Ms Ann Stewart 

14:30 Balance and restoration a thrive forward programme for cancer patients’ 
post-treatment [50]

Dr Welly den Hollander
Ms Angela Maud

15:15 Discussion

15:30 Refreshments & Exhibition Exhibition 2

SA Congress of OncologySaturday, 13 September 2025



37

Session 7F: Nurses & Allied Health Professionals 	 Bill Gallagher
Chair: 	 Prof Lize Maree
14:30 African research: Best practice 1 Dr Gbande Sulleh (Ghana)  

(Virtual)

14:45 African research: Best practice 2 Ms Naomi Oti (Ghana)  
(Virtual)

15:30 Refreshments & Exhibition Exhibition 2

Session 7G: Pharmacists 	 Boardroom 1
Chairs: 	Ms Carien van der Merwe
14:30 Pharmacogenomics:  

A pharmacist guided implementation in oncology
Ms Eshara Chotoo
Mr Johan Moolman
Dr Burns Blaxall, USA  
(Virtual)

15:30 Refreshments & Exhibition Exhibition 2

Session 8A: Accelerating access 	 Ballroom 4
Hypofractionation and radiotherapy scale-up in Sub-Saharan Africa
Chairs: 	Prof Luca Incrocci & Prof Zainab Mohamed
16:00 Radiotherapy and the Lancet oncology commission for Sub-Saharan Africa Dr Will Ngwa, USA 

(Virtual)

16:20 The HypoAfrica Consortium Dr Katy Graef, USA 
(Virtual)

16:40 Hypofractionation in Africa: The radiation technologist’s view Dr Betty Floreza, USA 
(Virtual)

17:00 Technical implementation of hypofractionation in African centers Dr Awusi Kavuma, Uganda

17:20 Hypofractionated radiotherapy for prostate cancer:  
Preliminary results from the HypoAfrica Study [51]

Dr Abba Mallum

17:40 Adjourn
19:00 Dinner & Awards

Session 8B: Rising researchers 	 Ballroom 2
Registrar contributions to oncology practice
Chairs: 	Dr Tumelo Moyaba 
16:00 The incidence, management and outcomes of stage IIIB cervical cancer in 

a middle-income setting [52]
Dr Zaeem Dalvie

16:15 Acute toxicity in patients receiving curative radiotherapy with or without 
concurrent chemotherapy for localized vulvar cancer [53]

Dr Lindiwe Mnguni

16:30 A retrospective review of hypofractionated external beam radiotherapy in 
the treatment of locally advanced cervical cancer [54]

Dr Nonhlahla Nkambule

16:45 Acute gastrointestinal and genitourinary toxicities of moderately hypo 
fractionated radiotherapy in the treatment of localized prostate cancer at 
Steve Biko Academic Hospital [55]

Dr Elsabi Roos

17:00 The treatment regimens, toxicity and outcomes of colon cancer patients 
treated at Tygerberg Hospital from 2019 to 2021 [56]

Dr Thato Ramolefhe

17:15 Exploring lung cancer in urban Johannesburg: Risk factors,  
clinical presentations, treatment modalities, and patient outcomes [57]

Dr Leenetje Mogoba

17:30 Adjourn
19:00 Dinner & Awards
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Session 8C: Paediatric oncology 	 Boardrooms 2 & 3
Chairs: 	Dr Beverley Neethling & Dr Ane Büchner
16:00 Effectiveness of synoptic reports in enhancing documentation practices 

in pediatric surgical oncology: A multiregional implementation study [58]
Dr Derek Harrison

16:15 Development and implementation of a global paediatric oncology surgery 
fellowship curriculum: A consensus-driven and collaborative effort to 
address workforce challenges [59]

Dr Derek Harrison

16:30 What’s the takeaway? Experiences and outcomes of children with liver 
tumours at Chris Hani Baragwanath Academic Hospital: A nineteen-year 
retrospective study with focus on surgical interventions [60]

Dr Lika Blaauw

16:45 Exploring the landscape of paediatric solid malignancies: Insights from 
nine years at a KZN Paediatric Oncology Unit [61]

Dr Kershinee Reddy

17:00 Investigating hearing function in paediatric patients with cancer in  
South Africa [62]

Ms Tlangelani Chauke

17:15 Enhancing paediatric radiotherapy through specialized training: 
Perceptions of radiotherapists in Johannesburg [63]

Ms Tabassum Horzook

17:30 Adjourn
19:00 Dinner & Awards

Session 8D: Gynaecology oncology 	  Ballroom 3
Advancing gynecologic oncology: evidence, innovation, and impact
Chairs: 	Dr Langalani Mbodi & Dr Edwin Mnisi 
16:00 INTERLACE and LACC trials:  

Evidence-based practice to improve patient outcomes
Prof Elkanah Omenge Orang’o, 
Kenya

16:30 Intraperitoneal Innovations:  
HIPEC role in ovarian cancer management

Dr Kamendran Govender

17:00 High risk GTN:  
Management and outcomes in a single institution

Dr Nazia Fakie

17:30 Adjourn
19:00 Dinner & Awards

Session 8E: Psychosocial, Nurses & Allied Health Professionals 	 Bill Gallagher
Expanding access through virtual palliative care: Lessons from the field
Chair: 	 Mr Ian Veary
16:00 Expanding access through virtual palliative care: Lessons from the field [64] Dr Graig Geoff Howes

Dr Barbara Matthews

16:30 Break-away groups

17:00 Discussion

17:30 Adjourn
19:00 Dinner & Awards

Session 8F: Pharmacists 	 Boardroom 1
Chair: 	 Mrs Miempie Truter
16:00 Occupational exposure to antineoplastic drugs and  

the development of tailor-made control strategies in  
South African oncology pharmacies

Dr Ruan Botha

17:00 Clinical case study on prostate cancers Ms Evah Lediga

17:30 Adjourn
19:00 Dinner & Awards
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Sunday, 14 September 2025

Astellas Symposium B 	 Ballrooms 2 & 3

Multidisciplinary team: Working together for better patient outcomes in mHSPC
Chairs:	 Prof Shingai Mutambirwa 
08:00 Welcome

08:05 Multidisciplinary team: Working together for better patient outcomes in 
mHSPC

08:45 Discussion

08:50 Adjourn

SESSION 9A: Evolving strategies in the lung 	 Ballrooms 2 & 3
From local control to systemic precision
Chairs: 	Dr Shona Bhadree & Dr Smitha Abraham
09:00 Oligometastatic lung lesions:  

Curative intent in a historically incurable setting
Prof Shingai Mutambirwa

09:20 From slide to systemic therapy:  
The pathologist’s guide to treating NSCLC

Dr Mia Hugo

09:55 EGFR-positive lung cancer:  
Choosing the right first step

Prof Shingai Mutambirwa

10:15 Refreshments & Exhibition Exhibition 2

Session 9B: GIT session 	 Ballroom 4
Advances in gastrointestinal oncology:  
Multidisciplinary strategies for better outcomes
Chairs: 	Dr Krishantha Pillay & Dr Chuma Njovu 
09:00 Anal cancer in 2025:  

Evolving evidence and contemporary management
Prof Sheela Rao,  
United Kingdom

09:30 Feasibility and implementation of a national colorectal cancer screening 
program in South Africa. “Yay or nay”

Dr Meryl Oyomno

09:55 Optimizing systemic therapy in metastatic colorectal cancer: Right drug, 
right time, right patient

Prof Georgia Demetriou

10:15 Refreshments & Exhibition Exhibition 2

Session 9C: Psychosocial, Nurses & Allied Health Professionals 	 Bill Gallagher
Chair: 	 Mrs Rowan Robinson
09:00 Care co-ordination workshop and interactive session Ms Nadia Booysen

Ms Petra Fordelmann

10:15 Refreshments & Exhibition Exhibition 2
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Session 10: Ethics session 	 Ballrooms 2 - 4
Chairs: 	Dr Mariza Tunmer (SASCRO)
11:00 Personalized medicine: A timeless tradition in healthcare.  

An ethical discussion [65]
Dr Diana Pillay

11:20 An approach to the difficult family of a patient Dr Freek Bester

11:50 Ethics in action: Using cancer registry data responsibly to inform national 
policy

Dr Mazvita Muchengeti

12:05 The role of spirituality in patient care Dr Mpho Rhatshikana

12:35 Physician burnout Dr Devan Moodley

12:50 Congress closure Dr Sheynaz Bassa

13:00 Adjourn

SA Congress of OncologySunday, 14 September 2025

Poster Presentations 
Spinal diffuse midline glioma: A rare case report [67] Dr Nadia Beringer

A dose comparison study between deep inspiration breath hold (DIBH) and free 
breathing (FB) in left and right sided breast cancer patients treated with  
radiotherapy [68]

Ms Dristi Bramdeo

Informed consent [69] Ms Andrea Brummer

Malignant triton tumour in adolescence: A case study [70] Mrs Priyanka Daya

The effect of air gaps between the patient’s skin and bolus in radiation therapy 
treatment [71] 

Dr Khombo Dumela

Comparative analysis of radiation-induced proctitis in hypofractionated vs. 
conventional pelvic radiotherapy for cervical cancer: Evaluating incidence, risk, and 
mitigation strategies [72]

Dr Bilinga Tendwa

Taking a deep breath: The use of the deep expiration breath hold technique in the 
stereotactic body radiotherapy treatment of a lung lesion, a case study [73]

Mrs Riana Jackson

Clinical experience and review using cone-beam computed tomography planning 
(CBCTp) on the Halcyon with Hypersight [74]

Mr Emillio Travis John

Our experience in treating a prone breast patient on a Halcyon with the use of 
surface-guided radiotherapy at Busamed Hillcrest Oncology Centre [75]

Mr Tayne Olivier

Radiography managers’ perceptions on skills and competencies required in the 
public health institutions in Gauteng, South Africa [76]

Mr Libe Mopeli

An understanding of the Hallmarks of cancer for clinical practitioners [77] Dr Diana Pillay

Preclinical performance of steerable needles in HDR prostate brachytherapy and 
dosimetric benefits for enlarged prostate cancer patients [78]

Mr Thuso Ramaloko

Knowledge, practice and perceived barriers among professional nurses in the 
prevention and management of chemotherapy-induced neutropenic sepsis at a 
public hospital in Gauteng [79]

Ms Shirley Jonathan-Scwebu

Poster Presentations: Registrars 
Survival outcomes of cervical cancer patients treated with radiation therapy in 
Johannesburg, South Africa,  
from 2021-2022 [80]

Dr Oluwatosin Ayeni

IntelliRADs’ experience using two surface guided  
radiotherapy systems [81]

Ms Narisha Govender

Dosimetric outcomes with electronic brachytherapy in the definitive treatment of 
locally advanced cervical cancer [82]

Dr Eugene Kale
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